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HY HE™: (Part) Pravin Utge: “Magical Waterlilies’- 24 x 48 in-Rs 1.30L- Mixed
Media on Canvas-2026. Kind courtesy Verandah Art Gallery, Kolkata
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Harnam Singh Hari

Life Story

1910, Harnam with family

In 1908, Harnam
Singh Hari resigned '-\
from military service ..
and began to plan for
his future abroad.
Two years later, at
the age of 27, he
bid goodbye to his
family and left for
Canada via Hong
Kong. It was a bold
step, as immigration
into Canada from
British India was severely
restricted.

There was no knowing
whether he would be
allowed to disembark from
the steamship that was to
take him to Canada. Once
in, there was also no telling
when he would be able
to return to his family, if
at all. After six weeks he
was finally on a steamship
headed for San Francisco
and had heard that his
fate lay in the hands of
William Hopkinson, an
Anglo-Indian born of a

Sikh mother and an English
father.
Raised in India,

Hopkinson had moved

T

Harnam Singh Hari ~ A Life Story

The city of Calgary recently honoured him by naming a parkin his name on the veryland the ex-soldier...

to Vancouver in 1908
and had been hired by
both the Canadian and
US  Governments  as
Immigration Inspector and
Interpreter. On arrival at
San Francisco, Hopkinson
came on board the ship and
chose only four passengers
as prospective immigrants.
Singh was not among them.

Unwilling to go back
without a fight, he decided
to present his case to
Hopkinson. He argued
that he deserved special
consideration  for  his

military service, pulling out
his army discharge papers
to make his point. His
impassioned plea had the
desired effect, and he was

accepted by Hopkinson as
his fifth immigrant.

Once ashore in San
Francisco, the five Sikhs
who had been allowed
in, decided to split up.
For Singh there was only
one way and it led north
to Vancouver. Although
he had a professional
qualification, he still had
to take a low-paid menial
job due to the employment
restrictions placed upon
Indian immigrants, and it
is not surprising therefore
that it was at a sawmill that
Harnam Singh secured his
first job where he worked
for a year and a half before
hearing that large tracts of
farming land were available
in neighbouring
Alberta.

There was then
no doubt in his mind

that this was the place
for him.
His journey

east in 1910 to the
town of Calgary was
initially undertaken
as a stowaway on a
freight train, as he
had no money to buy
a ticket. En route, at
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1921, Harnam-and-Ojager

1956, Harnam with family

Banft, he was discovered by
the police and booted out.
He now had no option but
to walk the remaining 85
miles on foot, surviving by
following the railway line
and by feeding on leftovers
tossed out by passengers.

Entering Calgary, he
spotted another sawmill
and asked for work and
was eventually hired for the
pitiful amount of 10 cents
an hour. He stayed there
for four months before he
began to look around for
another job.

Harnam Singh was
the first Indo Canadian
to set foot in Calgary. The
uniqueness of his position
was brought home to him
when he went to look for a
job at the Canadian Pacific
Railways to unload cement
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bags from freight cars. He
was politely told that the
work would be too heavy
for him and further advised
to remove his turban and
cut his hair to improve his
employment prospects.

Family legend has it
that without waiting to
be asked, he lifted a 100
pound cement bag in each
hand, and then unloaded
the nearby freight car there
and then in half the time it
usually took. Needless to
say, he was hired.

Within a year, he had
saved enough to rent a
modest home with two
and a half acres of land. He
then began to investigate
the possibility of breeding
livestock as a business. This
brought him in touch with a
renowned local auctioneer,

with whom he struck up
a lifelong friendship and
under whose advice he
subsequently bought, bred
and sold mainly cattle and
hogs.

Harnam Singh’s frugal
habits, coupled with his
hard work and great
business sense, helped him
amass enough money to
buy his own five-acre farm
two years later. From then
on, his land holdings and
livestock business gradually
grew so, that whenever
he attended an auction
in Alberta, his auctioneer
friend now introduced him
as the “Indian Emperor”
who could outbid anyone
in the area.

These were no idle
words, as at one time
Harnam Singh owned
5,000 acres of land on
which much of the present
city of Calgary is now built.

The city of Calgary
recently honoured him by
naming a park in his name
on the very land the ex-
soldier eventually farmed, a
400-acre spread stretching
from what is now Chinook
Centre — one of the city’s
main shopping centres.

When he sold the hog
operation to developers
in 1956, Singh Hari was
among Calgary’s richest
citizens — a far cry from
the penniless stowaway.

The direct descendants

of Calgary’s first Sikh
citizens are still farming
near High River.



Race The Wind
A Story To Use!

Gobo the donkey was no
ordinary donkey. Small in
stature, with ears that stood
tall like antennas, he was a
hard worker and the heart
of the racecourse. Gobo’s
days were spent carrying
water, pulling carts, and
transporting hay for the
magnificent racehorses
who came and went for
their big events. While the
sleek, muscular stallions
and graceful mares stole the
spotlight, Gobo quietly did
his work in the background.
Some horses snickered at his
size, others were indifferent,
barely acknowledging his
existence.

But there was one horse
who saw Gobo for who he
was.

Racey, a beautiful mare
known for her speed and
grace, had befriended him.

During breaks between
the races, when the other
horses  were  resting,
Racey would trot over to
Gobo and strike up long,
meaningful conversations
about life. They would

talk about dreams, desires,
and the world beyond the
racecourse.

One day, as they

were chatting in
the stables, Gobo
hesitated for a

moment and then
blurted out, “Racey,
I have a dream... I
want to race on the
track, just like you.”
Racey  chuckled,
her eyes were soft
with affection. “Oh,
Gobo, you're brave!
But... well, let’s just
say it’s an

unusual dream for a
donkey.”

“I know,” Gobo sighed, his
ears drooping slightly. “But
that doesn’t stop me from
dreaming.”

Racey thought for a
moment, then leaned in
closer.

“Well, there might be one
way,” she whispered with a
mischievous twinkle in her
eyes. She explained her wild
idea, and Gobo’s face lit up,
his heart racing with
excitement.

The day of the big race
arrived. The crowd gathered
in the grandstands, the
tension thick in the air as
the horses lined up at the
starting gates. Among them
stood

Racey, with a jockey who
looked oddly... different.
He was slouched, and
unfocused, and his grip on
the reins seemed unusually
loose. Some of the horses
beside Racey glanced at her
with puzzled expressions,
sensing something strange.
The whistle blew, and the

gates flung open. The horses
burst out, muscles straining
as they thundered down
the track. But something
unusual happened—Racey’s
jockey

stumbled and fell, tumbling
onto the dirt, dragging the
disguise off in the process.
The crowd gasped in
shock as Gobo stood there,
exposed, his small frame
dwarfed by the mighty
horses.

For a moment, Gobo
froze. The crowd was a
blur of laughter, gasps, and
confused murmurs. His
heart pounded in his chest,
and he wasn’t sure what
to do. He glanced back at
the stables and saw Racey,
standing tall with her real
jockey beside her. The
jockey gave Gobo a thumbs-
up, and Racey, rearing on
her hind legs,

whinnied in support.

Gobo grinned, his
confidence returning. He
took a deep breath and ran.
His little legs moved as fast
as they could, and though he
knew he couldn’t outrun the
horses, he didn’t care. He
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was living his dream.
The officials, strict and
bound by the rules,
began chasing after
Gobo, determined to
stop this spectacle.

But Gobo didn’t look
back. He ran like he
had nothing to lose,
feeling the wind in his
face, his heart soaring.
The audience, once
confused, now erupted
in cheers. They weren’t
rooting for the winning
horse anymore—they
were  cheering for
Gobo, the little donkey
who dared to dream.
The racehorses, having
already completed
their laps, paused to
watch Gobo as he sped
down the track,
officials in tow. One
of the stallions turned
to another and said,
“Look at him! He’s the
one really having fun!”
Even the jockeys
couldn’t help but
laugh, watching the
officials scramble after
Gobo. The sight of the
tiny donkey running
with all his might had
everyone in stitches.
Eventually, Gobo’s race
came to an end. He
was gently caught and
led back to the stables,
where the other horses
gathered around him,
still chuckling but filled
with curiosity. One of
the stallions nudged
him playfully and
asked, “Gobo, what on
earth made you think
you could race with us?
Did you ever believe
you could win?”
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Gobo smiled and
shook his head. “Oh, I
never thought I could
outrun any of you.
I'm small, but I'm not
foolish. I just wanted
to experience the joy
of running on that
track, with the wind in
my face. Free from the
burdens I carry every
day, the ones humans
believe I'm meant for.”
The horses fell silent,
touched by Gobo’s
words. They realized
that while they had
been racing for trophies
and praise, Gobo
had been racing for
something much more
meaningful—freedom,
joy, and the thrill of
living out his dream.

Racey, the mare who
had always believed
in Gobo, lowered
her head in respect,
and one by one, the
other horses followed
suit, bowing to the
little donkey who had
shown them the true
meaning of running.

For Reflection

- Do you feel like a
donkey in a horse’s
world? Deprived of
privilege and glory?

- Or do you feel like
a horse, pressured to
prove oneself for the
glory of it?

- Why are you carrying
that burden of being
glorious? What do you
seek to prove? And to
whom?

-Would you be happier
if you simply ran to be
happy rather than

Explained / A.A.Milne

Elizabeth Ann

Said to her Nan:

“Please will you tell me how God
began?

Somebody must have made Him.

So Who could it be, ’cos I want to
know?”

And Nurse said, “Well!”

And Ann said, “Well?

I know you know, and I wish you’d
tell.”

And Nurse took pins from her
mouth, and said,

“Now then, darling, it’s time for bed.”

Elizabeth Ann

Had a wonderful plan:

She would run round the world till
she found a man

Who knew exactly how God began.

She got up early, she dressed, and ran
Trying to find an Important Man.
She ran to London and knocked at
the door

Of the Lord High Doodelum’s coach-
and-four.

“Please, sir (if there’s anyone in),
However-and-ever did God begin?”
The Lord High Doodelum lay in bed,
But out of the window, large and red,
Came the Lord High Coachman’s
face instead.

And the Lord High Coachman
laughed and said:

“Well, what put that in your quaint
little head?”

Elizabeth Ann went home again And
took from the ottoman Jennifer Jane.
“Jenniferjane,” said Elizabeth Ann,
“Tell me at once how God began.”
And Jane, who didn’t much care for

speaking,

Replied in her wusual way by
squeaking.

What did it mean?

Well, to be quite candid,

I don’t know, but Elizabeth Ann did.
Elizabeth Ann said softly, “Oh!
Thank you, Jennifer. Now I know.”

A poem from the 1927- book “Now-
We -are-Six”
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