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PIRO PREMAN
CONTD.
FROM PAGE 6

Rajkumar Hans:
Great, you all visited Sant.
Besides  Shaharyar  and
Swarajbir, “PIRO AND THE
GULABDASIS” a book by
ANSHU MALHOTRA was
published by the Oxford
University Press.

Neeti Singh, Professor of
English at the Maharaja
Sayajirao  University — of
Baroda also translated and
worked on Piro's awesome
poetry.

Paul Kaur has done a
wonderful poetic history of
Punjab in her "Sun Gunvanta
Sun Budhivanta: Itihaasnama
Punjab”.

Sant Vijender Dass:
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Sahib Singh:
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fesfemr T

3. AegHHE & WIS gHE
9 52k “Hfedt” S

Swami Sarabjeet:

1 sl

ASIHEg a9t = fAgt &
A IS € g9 13T

Igbal Qaiser:

& ¥H Ao I J IS it =
39 fau M7 7 &4t Uz I
&2 a9 ®8| iz font T
fHeT AT 3fTH® SHT e
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The Truth about Gorky - and his relation with Stalin??

Text of a You'Tube video - about the beloved writer Gorky

Maxim  Gorky s
the most famous writer in
Russia, some say the most
famous writer in the world.
And there, (in a photo in the
video) carrying the urn on his
shoulders, is Joseph Stalin. The
dictator walks slowly through
the crowd, the ashes of his so-
called friend pressed against
his chest. He will place those
ashes in the Kremlin wall. It
is not what Gorky wanted.
Gorky’s dying wish was to be
buried beside his son. Stalin
ignored it, because that's what
dictators do. They don't just
own your life, they own your
death. But here’s the question
that haunts this story. The
man who carried those ashes,
did he also give the order to
create them? This is the story
of Maxim Gorky, the man who
dared to call Lenin a tyrant, the
man who wept at the gates of
the Gulag and then lied about
what he saw, the man who was
given mansions, medals, and
an entire city renamed in his
honor, and who spent his final
days as a prisoner in a golden
cage with his own secretary,
reporting his every word to the
secret police. This is the story
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of how Stalin didn't
just destroy enemies,
he collected friends,
he honored them, he
celebrated them. And
when they stopped
being useful, he silenced
them forever.

He was born Alexey
Maksimovich Peshkov
on March 28th, 1868
in a city called Nizhny
Novgorod, on the banks
of the Volga River. It
was a city of merchants,
factories, and grinding
poverty. His father, a
shipping agent, died of
cholera when Alexey was five.
His mother remarried and left
him with his grandparents.
His grandfather was violent.
His childhood was brutal.
The only warmth came from
his grandmother, a gifted
storyteller who filled his world
with folktales, legends, and
the belief that words had the
power to change everything.
She died when he was still
young. His mother died when
he was 11. By then, he was
already alone. At 19, Alexey
Peshkov reached a breaking
point that exposed the depth
of his inner darkness, a
moment that nearly ended
his life. He survived. The
bullet missed his heart.
And then, instead of
dying, he did the opposite.
He walked.

For five years, he crossed
the Russian Empire on
foot, thousands of miles,
sleeping in fields, working
in bakeries and on docks,
listening to the stories of

A
e
the people at the very bottom
of society; the homeless, the
drunks, the criminals, the
forgotten. And he began to
write their stories down. He
chose a pen name that would
define him forever: Maxim
Gorky. It means Maxim the
Bitter, a name chosen by a
man who knew bitterness
like few others. Within a
decade, that bitterness became
genius. His stories about
the underclass electrified
Russia. The great Leo Tolstoy
praised him. Anton Chekhov
called him a friend. He was
nominated for the Nobel Prize
in Literature five times. By the
turn of the century, Maxim
Gorky was not just famous,
he was a symbol; the voice of
the voiceless, the writer who
came from the people. But
fame was never enough for
Gorky. He didn't just want
to describe the suffering
of the poor, he wanted to
end it. And that desire, that
noble, dangerous desire
is what would eventually
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deliver him into the hands
of Joseph Stalin.

Gorky didn't just sympathize
with  the revolution, he
bankrolled  (supprted it
finacially- ED.) it. He joined
the Marxist movement and
threw his support behind
the Bolsheviks, the most
radical faction of the Russian
left. His enormous book
earnings became one of
the Bolshevik Party’s main
sources of income. He was,
in effect, the revolutions
most valuable patron.

He met Vladimir Lenin. They
became friends, though it
was always a complicated
friendship. Lenin admired
Gorky’s fame and his money.
Gorky admired Lenin’s vision.
But they clashed on
philosophy, on religion,
on the role of culture.
Gorky believed that the
revolution needed to change
people’s souls, not just their
governments. Lenin thought
that was romantic nonsense.
Gorky was arrested by the
czar’s police, imprisoned, and
eventually forced into exile. He
lived for years on the Italian
island of Capri, and later in
Sorrento, hosting other writers
and intellectuals, sending
money back to the revolution,
and waiting for the day when
Russia would be free.

In 1917, that day arrived. The
czar fell. The revolution had
come. But what came next was
not what Gorky had imagined,
not at all.

In the months after the
October Revolution of 1917,
Maxim Gorky did something
that almost nobody in Russia
dared to do. He told the truth.
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While Lenin consolidated
power, while the Bolsheviks
silenced one newspaper after
another, Gorky wused his
own newspaper, INovaya
Zhizn, New Life, to publish
a devastating series of articles
attacking the very revolution
he had helped to finance.

He wrote that Lenin and
Trotsky had been poisoned
with the filthy venom of
power. He called Lenin a
cold-blooded trickster who
spares neither the honour nor
the life of the proletariat. He
compared Lenin to a chemist-
but instead of experimenting
on chemicals, he was
experimenting on the living
flesh of Russia.

These articles would later be
collected into a book called
Untimely Thoughts. They
would not be published again
in Russia until 1988, 70 years
later, on the eve of the Soviet
Union’s collapse. That is how
dangerous these words were.
But Gorky didn’t stop at words.
He used his fame as a shield for
others. When the Bolsheviks
began arresting writers,
professors, and artists, Gorky
intervened. Again and again,
he marched into government
offices and demanded their
release. He was called the Noah
of the Russian intelligentsia,
a man trying to build an ark
big enough to save an entire
culture from drowning. But
not even Gorky could save

everyone.
When his friend, the poet
Nikolay =~ Gumilyov,  was

arrested by the secret police,
Gorky rushed to Moscow and
obtained a personal release
order from Lenin himself. He

raced back to Petrograd. He
was too late. Gumilyov had
already been shot.

Lenin shut down his
newspaper. He told Gorky
to leave Russia. It was not a
suggestion.

In 1921, Maxim Gorky left
his homeland. He settled in
Sorrento, Italy. He was 53
years old. He was free. He was
safe. He would not be free or
safe for much longer.

After Lenin died in 1924,
Joseph Stalin rose to absolute
power, and Stalin understood
something that many dictators
never learn: Brute force is
not enough. You also need
legitimacy. You need culture.
You need the world to believe
that your revolution is not
just powerful, but right. And
for that, you need the greatest
living writer in the Russian
language.

By the late 1920s, Gorky was
struggling. His household in
Italy was large and expensive.
His earnings were dwindling.
He was in exile, free but
forgotten. Then came Stalin’s
invitation: “Come home for
your 60th birthday” He was
given a mansion in the heart
of Moscow. He received
the Order of Lenin. One of
Moscow’s most famous streets,
Tverskaya, was renamed Gorky
Street. And then, the ultimate
tribute, his birthplace, the
city of Nizhny Novgorod, was
renamed Gorky, an entire city
bearing his name. No writer in
history had ever received such
honors from a living state.

But every gift was a chain.
Gorky’s personal secretary,
Pyotr Kryuchkov, the man who
managed his correspondence,



who controlled access to his
private life, had been recruited
by Genrikh Yagoda, the head of
the Soviet secret police, asa paid
informant. Whenever Gorky
met with Stalin or members of
the politburo, Yagoda would
visit Kryuchkov’s apartment
afterward and demand a full
account of every word that was
said.

In 1932, Yagoda paid
Kryuchkov $4,000 to buy a car.
Gorky’s most trusted man had
a price, and the secret police
had paid it.

Stalin asked Gorky to write
his biography. Gorky refused.
It was a decision that may
have cost him his life. In June
1929, Gorky traveled to a
place that most people in the
Soviet Union only whispered
about, the Solovetsky Islands,
a cluster of frozen rocks in
the White Sea near the Arctic
Circle... once a monastery,
now the first Gulag.
Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn would
later call it the mother of the
Gulag. The conditions were
unspeakable. Prisoners were
starved, beaten, tortured, and
worked to death. But stories
were leaking to the West. The
regime needed someone the
world would believe to visit
the camp and declare that
everything was fine. They
chose Gorky.

The authorities prepared a
performance. Prisoners were
given fresh clothes. Torture
chambers were converted into
reading rooms. Tables were
arranged with newspapers.
The prisoners were told to sit
and pretend they were reading,
but the prisoners found a way
to signal the truth: They held

the newspapers upside down.
Gorky walked through the
room. He saw it. According
to Dmitri Likhachov, a
scholar who was imprisoned
at Solovetsky and survived to
tell the story, “Gorky paused,
reached down, and silently
turned one of the newspapers
right side up. Then he looked
at the prisoner, and he walked
away. He wunderstood. He
knew?”

Then came the moment that
has haunted Russian history
ever since. A 14-year-old boy
asked to speak with Gorky
privately. The room was
cleared. For 40 minutes, the
boy told Gorky everything:
the starvation, the torture,
the executions. When Gorky
emerged from that room, he
was weeping, and then he went
home and he wrote a glowing
essay praising the camp.

He «called the prisoners
“healthy lads” He called
the system “excellent” The
boy, according to multiple
accounts, was executed shortly
after Gorky left. This story
was first told by Solzhenitsyn.
Some historians  consider
it legend. Others point to
Likhachov, who was there.
What is certain is that Gorky
wept, and then he lied, and he
didn’t stop.

In 1933, he organized 120
writers to produce a book
celebrating the White Sea
Baltic Canal, built entirely
by Gulag slave labor. Tens
of thousands of prisoners
died. Gorky praised Stalin’s
excellently organized will. The
man who once called Lenin “a
cold-blooded trickster” was
now doing the trickster’s work.

In May 1934, Gorky’s world
was shattered. His son, Maxim
Peshkov, fell suddenly and
violently ill. He had been
drinking ~ with ~ Genrikh
Yagoda, the head of the secret
police, just days earlier. Maxim
developed double pneumonia.
He deteriorated rapidly. He
died. He was 36 years old.
Years later, at the show trials
of 1938, it was alleged that
Yagoda had ordered his
own doctors to deliberately
mistreat Maxim’s illness, to let
him die when they could have
saved him. The motive? Gorky
was about to give the opening
address at the first Congress of
Soviet Writers.

Stalin could not risk Gorky
going off script. A grieving
father is a controllable father.
But there was another,
darker dimension. Yagoda
had become obsessed with
Maxim's  wife, = Timosha.
After Maxim’s death, Yagoda
visited the young widow daily.
Whether his obsession played
a role in the murder has never
been proven, but in Stalins
inner circle, nothing was ever
simple and nothing was ever
accidental.

Those who saw Gorky at the
Writer's Congress said the
man who stood at the podium
was not the same man who
had entered Moscow six years
earlier. ~Something inside
him had been broken, and it
would never heal. After his
son’s death, the cage closed
completely. When Sergei Kirov
was assassinated in December
1934, Stalin used it as a pretext
for a wave of terror.

Gorky was quietly placed
under house arrest. No
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announcement. No trial.
He simply could not
leave. Every morning, he
received a copy of Pravda,
the state newspaper, but it
was not the real Pravda.
It was a special edition
printed just for him with
all news of arrests, purges,
and executions removed. A
personalized false reality. A
newspaper from a country
that did not exist. And still,
he refused to write Stalin’s
biography. The response was
silence.

Stalin ~ stopped  visiting,
stopped returning his calls,
stopped replying to his letters.
The most celebrated writer in
Russia was writing to the most
powerful man in the world,
and his letters disappeared
into a void. The most famous
writer in Russia was now the
most isolated man in Moscow.
He lived in a mansion that was
a prison, read a newspaper
that was a lie, and was watched
by a secretary who was a spy.
The songbird was still alive,
but the cage was sealed.

On June 18th, 1936, Maxim
Gorky drew his final breath.
The official cause of death was
pneumonia,  compounded
by years of tuberculosis. He
was 68 years old, but the
circumstances of his death
have troubled historians for
nearly 90 years.

He died at the Gorky estate
outside Moscow, the very
same property where Vladimir
Lenin had died 12 years before.
The historian Arkady
Vaksberg called this Stalin’,
“Undying passion for sinister
metaphors,” sending the father
of Soviet literature to die in
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the same house where the
father of the Soviet state had
perished. Within hours of
his death, Gorky’s brain was
surgically removed. It was sent
to the Moscow Neurological
Institute, where it remains
to this day, stored alongside
the brains of Lenin and
Mayakovsky. Even his brain
was confiscated by the state.
Two years later, the truth, or
a version of it, emerged at
Stalin’s last great show trial.
Genrikh Yagoda, the same
man who had recruited
Gorky’s secretary, the same
man linked to the death
of Gorkys son, confessed.
He said he had ordered the
murder of Maxim Gorky. He
said poison was administered
by doctors from a secret
NKVD laboratory. Was the
confession real? Confessions
at Stalin’s show trials were
routinely extracted through
torture. Was Yagoda telling the
truth, or was he confessing to
a crime that someone else had
ordered, someone who would
never stand trial? Consider
the timing. Gorky died in
June 1936. The Great Terror
began in 1937. Hundreds of
thousands would be shot,
millions sent to the Gulag. If
Gorky had been alive, there
is every reason to believe he
would’ve spoken out.

Stalin could not afford that
voice, and so the voice was
silenced one year before the
storm.

At the funeral, Stalin carried
the urn through Red Square
and placed it in the Kremlin
wall. Gorky’s first wife begged
for just a handful of ashes
so she could honor his wish

to lie beside their murdered
son. She was refused. Even
his dust belonged to Stalin.
In 1990, four vyears before
the Soviet Union collapsed,
the city of Gorky was given
back its original name,
Nizhny Novgorod. The streets
renamed in his honor were
restored. The myth that Stalin
had built around him was
quietly dismantled.

Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn, the
Nobel Prize-winning author
who documented the horrors
of the Gulag, delivered the
harshest possible verdict. He
called Gorky, “A slobbering
prattler, an apologist for
executioners” Is that the full
story? Perhaps not. Gorky was
a man who genuinely loved
the poor, who walked across
Russia to hear their stories,
who risked his life to challenge
Lenin. He saved writers and
scholars from execution when
no one else dared to speak.
But when Stalin offered him
the world, he took it. And
once inside the golden cage,
he could not find his way out.
He saw the truth at Solovetsky
and chose to lie. He lent his
name, the most powerful
literary name in Russia, to a
regime that was murdering its
own people.

Was he a villain? Was he a
victim? Was he both? This
much is certain. Dictators do
not only destroy their enemies,
they collect their friends.
They build golden cages so
beautiful that the prisoner
doesn’t realize the door has
locked behind him. And when
the songbird stops singing the
right tune, the dictator silences
it forever.

YxUWSEmBpkI

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v

DICTATORS FILES: The Dark Side of Power
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